Lesson: Performing Post-Match Processing 


data. You could set the first name blank penalty score so that a blank first name field would 
weigh more heavily than any source membership. 


Group Statistics 

Group statistics help you analyze your match groups. They provide information, such as the 
number of records in a match group, the sequential group order number, group rank, whether 
records in a match group belong to more than one source. Group statistics are essential for 
generating data for match reports. 


If you want to generate match reports, you must have a Group Statistics operation included in 
your Match transform. To get the most accurate data in your reports, make sure that you 
have defined unique names in the Match transform for the other operations. This helps you 
better understand which element is producing the data you are viewing. 


To generate the data, you want to see in match reports, you must also set the Generate report 
statistics option to Yes in the Match transforms. By turning on report data generation, you 
can get information about break groups, which criteria were instrumental in creating a match, 
and so on. There are several other match reports available to help you analyze your match 
results using the Data Services Management Console. 


Best Record 


A key component in most data consolidation efforts is salvaging data from records within 
match groups and consolidating or posting that data to a best record for all matching records. 
Best record operations enable you to update information in record fields based on their 
membership in a match group, their priority, and the completemess of the records within that 
match group. 
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— Figure 35: Match to Consolidation 


With the best record operation, you can do the following actions: 


e Salvage useful data from matching records before discarding them. For example, when 
checking a driver's license file against your main source file, you might pick up gender or 


date of birth data to add to your master record. 
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